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privy councillors1 in the area are similarly ex-officio justices for their
counties.
There is a certain general tendency discernible in the Survey Area
for the office of clerk of the court to become almost hereditary, as it
is held frequently by successive members of the same firm of solicitors.
The following tables (55 and 56) give for each petty sessional
division the population in 1931, the number of justices and number
of sessions in 1936, and the dates at which these justices were
appointed.2
table 55
Courts of petty sessions

Petty sessional division 
"Population
1951 
Justices as in
Dec. 1936 
Sessions
1936 
Jwenik
Courts
1935-6 
Oxford Gty    .
Bampton East .
Bullingdon*
Ploughley
Wootton South
Abingdon Borough
Abingdon P.S.D. 
80,539
12,609
16,166
12,487
9>753
7,829
12,289 
23
13
16
ii
13
13
16 
96
21
44
23
25
59
26 
55
ii
?t
?t
15
15
15 
Total .... 
151,672 
105 
294 

* This court sits alternately at Oxford and Thame.
f See p. 249, note *, below.
It will be observed that sessions are held more frequently in urban
than in rural districts. In the latter the tendency is to hold relatively
few special sessions and to sit for the whole of the regular days in
order to dispose of the accumulated cases. In urban districts the ease
with which a quorum may be collected makes possible the more
frequent holding of special sessions even if the business of each is
not very large. This latter qualification, however, hardly applies to
Oxford'City.
It is not possible to assume a direct relation between the age of
justices and the length of their appointment, since the age at which
held an. independent commission of the peace and the ex-mayor of Abingdon had
left the borough.
1 The Attorney-General and the Solicitor-General are also ex-officio justices of the
peace, and the latter is, in feet, vice-chairman of the Oxfordshire quarter sessions.
z The ex-effirio column in Table 56 represents the number of offices to which the
commission of the peace is attached in the various P.S.D. When these offices were, in
1956, held by persons who were already upon the commission of the peace in some
earlier year such persons are also reckoned under that year and are thus counted twice.
This will explain discrepancies between the totals in Tables 55 and 56 and between
Table 56 and the text.

